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was becoming, and at last, on February 4th, 1939, he
dismissed the Stojadinovic Cabinet. Dr. Stojadinovid
himself was kept under house arrest for some time,
but, since he remained the President of the Yugoslav
Radical Union or Government Party for another five
months, little confidence was inspired by Prince Paul
in dismissing him. The fallen Prime Minister, who
had made so many promises that he was really about to
put through a solution of the Croat question this time
and this time, had in fact caused the crystallization of
Croat opposition into a highly organized national
movement enthusiastically supported by the majority
of the Serbs; this was the result of so dexterously
playing them off against one another. Even before
the events of the spring 1939 it was a perilous state of
affairs for a small country wedged awkwardly between
two closely allied and destructive Great Powers, and
yet Yugoslavia still showed signs of incorrigible
health.
The sequel to King Alexander's assassination had
shown that Italy's attempts to break Yugoslavia had
failed, and after that time they ceased to be important.
But German intrigue then embarked upon the exploita-
tion of the Croat question and developed every aspect
of the situation with its customary zeal. While official
Germany had more and more praised Stojadinovic for
his cold-shouldering of the Little Entente in favour of
the Axis Powers, whisperers in Croatia had lavished
sympathy upon the Croats in the oppression of their
race by the alien Serb regime. The racial theories of
a Croat writer named Sufflay were taken up since
Sufflay had held that the Croats were not Slavs like the
Serbs, but were the descendants of a settlement of